TABLE 2.6a Inactivity Rates for Youths by Race and Sex
Group	Year			
	1964	1978	1983a	
White males				
16-17 years old	3.3	3.6	4.5	
18-19 years old	8.0	4.7	13.1	
20-24 years old	6.1	5.9	11.6	
Nonwhite males				
16-17 years old	8.4	3.7	4.7	
18-19 years old	14.6	13.2	29.3	
20-24 years old	10.5	15.9	27.0	
White females				
16-17 years old	9.6	4.6	5.7	(5.7)
18-19 years old	31.9	13.2	18.5	(18.6)
20-24 years old	46.8	24.1	25.1	(25.3)
Nonwhite females				
16-17 years old	11.5	6.4	5.8	(5.9)
18-19 years old	36.2	28.0	42.2	(42.5)
20-24 years old	45.7	33.5	45.6	(45.6)
NOTE:  Inactivity rates are the percentage of the Population that is neither employed, serving in the military, nor enrolled in school. The years 1964 and 1978 were selected because the unemployment rate for white males aged 35-44 was an identical 2.5 percent and the business cycle was about at its peak. October 1983 is the most recent date for which comparable rates can be computed. In October 1983 the rate of unemployment among white males aged 35-44 was 5.2 percent (not seasonally adjusted).
aFor 1983, figures in parentheses are female inactivity rates calculated to take account of military Service by females.
SOURCES:  Data for 1964 and 1978 from Congressional Budget Office (1982); data for 1983 computed from Bureau of Labor Statistics (1984) and unpublished tabulation of military enrollment by age, race, and sex.  (Data for 1984 are not currently available.)-24 remained strikingly higher than those white and nonwhite males. As shown in Table 2.6a, the inactivity r for nonwhite females in 1978 were 28.0 percent for 18- to 19-year-c and 33.5 percent for 20- to 24-year-olds.
